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And be thmr n,uh ﬁem:h 1o more balmed
That zall:cr \nth ns in a double sense ; :
That E the word of promile to our ear

And brt-n it to our lmpe.-—-SHAlt.l:sPr'Am-‘

So ‘Wwe are to-bave n chatuge of go#ernmeht-——thﬂt is to say,
Lilierals go out and the Cotset vatives comié in.
human baiuga worked into a ktate of excitement the daily Press

are porsuadtng themselves shat ' to thém the uhtﬁﬁ% is one of gmve'

persunal import.  Poev little ﬂ;ﬁgﬂeeperb with ‘Gmﬁﬂmﬁvo tendeficies

are hopeful about an iniprovemedt it ‘trade, and 'gven perliaps have ah

mdeﬁ‘mtﬁ e:&mlbwi.ion ﬁ\at the' cruel competitioni of the stores round
i

the corner not be wo hard on ‘them ‘with 'Térd Salisbury in ‘&nd
Lord Rosebery out. The Jingbes

criiok an ett.ru. “bottde of cha

the
.And t‘housanﬂs of

of the music:-halls and the cl abs ‘will
é over the fact; as they believe, that

once agnin the British flag will wave triumphant in the face of ftﬂ'éign
foes. The le votera of the middle classes (these are the bub-
mmul peoplofwho really Aave the vote, and' to whoni it is uséful) Wil

have some fun aut of it also : ' those who prefer the hﬂmbug of
having for the moment the lumrﬁ of those who prefer ‘the humbug of
Harcourt. ~Add toall this the netivity 'of the cliqhe of ‘wirepulleri
who are always scheming for a siafe in the jobbery wltich’ forms stehi

an t factor in the art of governmont, and you' have the chief
elements which' make up u!l thm %tcwemént over ‘the swmgmg of the

poﬂt.ml pantla) um

" Yiifer on ‘Wb are t& have the n htmal;e of a general election, and. tha
air will 'be thitk with lyin btatetfle‘r. ts, oqﬁlmg, and p:f)pmmep nevex
to bé'képt. Thent'he\vm mglflﬂnef pt,b wﬂlbeap.pamp 1o he

tronised by the wéu‘ld be ‘ represe ia.the who T “8
F‘tg# : the 1:‘001 sluve q;o o Iat::r on may t.honﬁouce, w,un{t

thix particular motient to b Hatteped by &thq. l,lypgcnhca attentions

Ifour

of the chaﬁutd&swh mm to have ,_1wﬁa;13,i;. arest in his - social
condition. ' Howevér aftéi all 'the weary years of legislative trickery,
the worket'finds the fiindaudental evils of his social condition still un-

touched, 8o that, as lliam Mouris has. l'fruly

the papers and thé plitai-ds, one nugbt, never know from ane’s social

surroundings which party was in power,, Finding this to be so, the
worker does not rush to the poll with tbat edﬂmmaam which the pro-

miscs of ‘politicians might be expected oke. ‘The truth is there is
in a la Pouecﬁon of the workeis an m%ﬂ::nt dlatgbut of pdmm, as the

t‘otinﬁ nslauﬂv rove ; \et thm le as a rule h 18VE LO COon-

5 any ‘mothodﬂ otl;le: thaii ‘htwafoo I?BB of destroyin the evils
whlch mmnnd them, and, losing fulth in these, thay f!ﬂl batg( into the
hlnllgh of mm inﬂiﬂbl‘ente

I‘ohhq bmad apt,hy Iu fac.e of all thasa facts the I L.P. and the
boua,( Democmts 1Ssue thelr manifestoes with a

said, if it were, not for

seriousness, and it is evident that a good deal of wasted activily is to
expended over the forthcoming general election; and the politieal
w lml l into which these oiganisations are drifting is obwiously

nbsorbing, as we always said it would, the best energies of those who
are followmg political methods. Somhsm, in fact, loses just in pro-
portion as poliies are a.dopted as the means to an end. Fortunately
few besides the ¢ leaders ” will be lost in this maelstrom, but even thm
few are a loss to & eause which needs all its recruits.

Agam we have been told that political action, if it does no oehen
good, makes Socialist propaganda, keeps the question before the people,
nnd] enlightens them in the true principles of the new Bociety ; but we
seek in vain feor the verification of this It is not much en-
lightenment, for instance, for the S8.D. t-ell us that the late
government was * the meanest and most hs ypom-ltioal faction that evef
nlu.ved fast and loosé with the welfare of a people.” The same may be
said of all govermments, past, present, and to come, The same could
be said of your adm]nlgf,‘q-tlon, dear Socml Detnocrats if the welfare

of the people should ever unfortunat;el'y d:bpend upon you,

Our nature is subd.q to what i works in, like the dyer’s hand ;
and an %t, to political power i& just as mudh a victim to his vieious

eivironment as is tl slnm-dweller to his. Just one gleam of Socialism
comes in at the finish of the S.D.F. manifesto, where they ask that t.h@

whole people should own and work the 1ailways, the factories, the
mines, and the land ; but even this statement is so overclouded by &

list of palliative measures that its significance will be missed by the

ordinary observer.

We, however, in England require no further object-lessons in the
nces at home

experie
we have not been nnmindful of what has been happening abroad, and

-wnvs.nimofﬂtstoﬂomlm besides our

pparently the utmost
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tho “ﬂnﬂl of the Sociul IDemocratic party 1in (:rermnn) nlone would.
induoe singere people to sevk for a higher ideal thau, » mere parlia-
meniry. progiam. And, after all, what has a million of Socialist (?)
mﬂuamled in doiug for the German people ?
_Fop the peaple actua'ly uothmg - but on the crest of thix Demveratic
wave we have seen carried into political prominence a group .of men.
who will anake very good Bismarcks if their turn should come.
i will the swing of the political pendulum ever lift Social Demo-
§ iuto power ¢ is the uestion which many parties besides the
f ists are seriously asking themselves. KEven if we had hopes in
politicnl methods, even if we thought dSocinl Democracy a good thing
for men to strive for, we could not answer in the atlinnoative. We are
convinced that hwun\r wili never have to record the reign of Bocial
Wy.., The reason is that no new form of government is pos-
nant with a new basis for our social life - The idea is spread-
ing all forms of government Lear the same evil fruit, and the
thing. .whieh bhas done wore even than Anarchisin to spread this idea is
govetmment iteelf.. For what government in all the world 15 there at
the. b day that 3 inspires the respect of any sincere person? From
the dominions of the Caar to the American Republie, not a single one.
They, are.all tainted, all corrupt, and, so far as the future is concerned,
they.are ik ,lmpocmble |
The logie of the position cannot be escaped. Tott.enug by the mere
fact of their own innate incompetence and corruption, and assailed
from,without by the - relentlesss current . of events- and the growth of
D\ 8, the course of goveruments, which never did run smooth, is
undoubtedly nearing its end.
ww seems to us that any person who honestly desnies the -
ummnhon of our. present socinl state into oune where liberty,
qu and fraternity are to have their real significance and become
facts of every-day life, must adopt an atmtude of lmmmpromnmng

ility to:political methods. ..

lf sQune try alleviations of prment eﬂlﬂ were to be had by a
resort: to the box, would they be worth the disgrace and shame
of through the mire of party politics the grandest cause the

world has ever known —the emancipation of humanity¢ We Anarch-
ists abiany rate will do whit in us lies to poimt this moril to the

And while the Social Demoerats and the [.L.P. will be doing
thﬁir:ﬁhfnl best to waste the . euergtea and destrey the hopes of those
whe put trust in their * principles,” we shall continue to exhort the
workers to turn from pohtwa to the oconsideration of their true in-

E;not wto, bnt. think. To vote is to umnlhllute your individuality ;
to think is to assert it. The ballot-box always leaves yon where it

ﬁ.nd’m but to exercise your reason, to grasp new ideu that 1s to
mnh. true Pprogress. Politics is a house of cards, bat, as’ Emermn SAVS,
t.hp; only who build on Ideas bhuild for eternity.”

- SOME BECENT CRlMlNAL CASES.

m‘ e recent criminal cases, the Wilde case among them, afford con-
si e illustrations of the evils which in one way or another arise
out of Law and all that goes with it.

-~ Tiheae cases show incidentally to what an extent the practice of

kmgiting—one of thé most degradmg of human trades—is carried
on. And of course it is well known that in London and other large

centres this practice exists as a huge and organised profession, not only

uﬂqﬂy corrupting to those who pursue it, but with circumstances of
the greatest horror to ' its victims, who ol'ten, however innocent, are

to_quash their rrsecutors or face the notoriety with which i
?re t.hmterien, who sometimes, as in a late mat,a.n(.. .

_ Gaol, are driven to suicide.
Iwn y that our judges almost always show their cy

thntndo, and lately a man who bad had the conrage to

secute a gang of Haeh:nmlors was warmly compllmented

But the latter omitted to mention what is, after all, the\

whol¢ matter, nn.moly, that it is the Law which is maml)
 the existenve of blackmailing. In the Wilde case thy

Soon treated with honcr, and a man, on their almost un. |

evidence, has been condemned to what some pious and blax -
) seem to hope may be a sentence of death, with the res.
pl'owy of (lving & considerable impetus to this odious kind of pro-

oomo people would say that the evils against which the Law
quu in these cases are s0 grea.t- that in ‘order to root them out
it is worth while to risk the creation of a class of criminal extortioners.
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But. mnea the l.mu cannob do wha.t b awts

responsible for their own actions and its consequences ;
obvious that there can be no truly moral relation between people unless
they are free. > L%

Surely we are going altogether the wrong  to work in this
matter ; and it were better to ackunowledge at once that the omnly way
to deal vuth the subject 13 by social . reconstruction, by the encourage-
ment of real affection, and the teaching of cleanh* habits and ideas,
especially to children and- young things:; whereas, with regard to this
last point,’it is notorioas that our middle-class and public schools are

hotbeds of vicious habits, in which no attempt is made to afford any
enlightenment or instruction to those who are so wadly in need of it.

And this leads me to another point-—-that is, the general tendeney
to relegate all these matters to a r}nd of ominous ~ilence, and to refuse
- abso'utely to discuss them. I admit that sexual matters generally are
often diflicult to speak of, and not fitting for indiscriminate argument
and publicity ; but is it not largely to the rather cowardly silence on
this particular subject that we must trace the state of our schools?
and 18 it not a shame, simply on this account, to leave young folk to
get themselves into dire trouble and confusion of mind, without a word
of help or guidance to them ¢

Owing to this state of affuirs there is undoubtedly in the pubhe
mind almost complete ignorance of wome facts of human nature, which
are really very important ; and one of these facts-—one which seems to
explain a great deal that is otherwise dark -is the following. It
appears that a considerable peircentage—perhaps one in every fifty—
of human beings are so born that they cun only lo~ (using the word in
its best and largest sense) others of their own sex that is, the person,
if a woman, can only feel that commplete dedication of the heart towards
4 woman ; or if a man, towards a man. In all other these
persons may be —often are—perfectly healthy and normal and capable ;
they may, and often do, feel a friendly interest in individuals of the
oppomt.e sex ; in some cases, for socinl and other reasons, thev marry,
and may have children ; but even so, they do not, and apparently
cannot, really love their partner, and the marrage ix genemll}' unhappy
for both parties.

This strange fuct has only lately, through tha researches of men of
science, been put on a solid basis of organised knowledge; but the
evidence now is incontrovertible, and is supported by sueh abundant
data and literature that the reader is surprised to. find (what he pos-
sibly never before suspected) that a populut.lon of this kind is in reality
existing all around him : surprised, until he remembers that snch men
and women will naturally, under ordinary circumstanees, never reveal
themselves to an outsider, and will keep their own oounsol on a subject
which the world does not understand.

It need hardly be said that a tragic destiny often clonds the lives of
these strange beings, "The boy so born grows up to find himself dif-
ferent from others ; do what he may, he cannot alter his own mature;
however pure his love may be (and the evidence seems to show that as
a rule the love of such an one is much less sensual than the love of the
ordinary man). hix least expression of affection or intimacy is misin-
terpreted, suspecte:d, and attributed to the commonest desire. No one
1reaches a hand or explains his own nature to him. Silence reigns ; he
feels an outcast among his fellows. He doubts himself, he doubts the
truth of his affection and of his best feelings. Not infmquently his
life i3 blighted, or, taking a wrong turn, runs down into mere despera-
tion and excess.

Sumilar troubles, more or less, attend the girl who is born with the
homogenic temperament. BSurely, in face of the aﬂm of this class
and the difficulty and reality of the problems-which they have .to face,
it is time that there should be some sane and impartial consideration
of the whole subject. EbpwarD CARPENTER.

RELIGION and the LLABOR MOVEMENT.

When we compare a present-day Socialist and labor paper with one
of ten or twenty years ago of this or other countries, we meet the
same economic and political doctrines—fallacies in our eyes-—but they
were put forward in the old papers in a serious, thoughtful, and ener-
getic way, largely differing from the flippant, racy, would-be witty

s+~ =% which modern labor papers seem to be proud—where you some-

puzzled to find where their Socialism comes in at all. We

vell on this, but deal with one striking difference between

! new labor literature, namely, the mvamon ‘of modern

“veligious cant, by pmestb and parsons, advoeates of what

. Christianity or Christian BOcm.lmm—-some even uttel the
~«istian Anarchism ! - -

-“9"iis is, amoag othars, a most deplom.ble feature, and one of the
surest symptoms that the direction which this movement is taking is
altogether wrong. As some are inclined to consider this a secondary
question, we will explain our reason why we think it to be a matter of
grave importance. When we read in the chief organ of the Indepen-
dent Labor Party the following, written by the president of that party,
Mr. Keir Hardie, M.P.—* It ought to be a rule right throughout the
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ves the I.1..P. ¥t: strongtrh in t-ho fices, and
lt is the lack of it which constitutes its weakness in London (Labor
ug 1¢-J895)+—when wp -read. this cgnical appeal to a sup-
u.hst party to pander the prejud of religious maniacs,
mwm right to & few hours of their
only day of repose asthey like best, we think that it is not unealled-for

ziacum this question. -

mmmbe Teft alone on account of the freedom of cou-
scicwe? L N Anightisas Well abstaind fiond "Ankichisd ‘propaghnds slto-
gether. We want to induce people to free themselves from the bonds
of authority in every form, and it matters nothing whether this
authority is ¢ freely ” or not ; for the matter of that, is not
the wage system also ¢ freely a:wépted by the masses ¥—they are
“ free ” not to sell their labor, a.nd a8 wWe know, are ‘“free” to starve
if they prefer this to wnge—ahvery. In the same way, people afflicted
mtbthemmaryofx us convictions are *free” to aet according to
them - that is, to be ndsmen o the various clerical 8 or 'to
disregard them, incwTing thoreh certain risk and trouble in the
future, and, in their copscience, in the present alrpady. Thus these
peoflem-enut. free at all, and the words ¢ freedom of-‘ conseience ”
applied to the absurd i us they are poeas of are just I:he
same mockery as the words of contract ” applwd tothow

perty defenders are exposed, the equally

* 8

ent

X PO fuuloa.ppuh to“freodmn "
of religious opinigns merit the same scorninl rebuke.
The origin of these mllgmm opinions, as bas often been explained,

s twdold First, the piimitive ignorance of our savage anocestors,
which led to the explamtum of natural phenomena by supposed pe:-
sonal beicgs living and acting within a.nd by them, these the
?Od:] of t ; rivers, monnh;m, clouds, tor:es-——wm end with

ties and idess corresponding to those contemporary mankind ;

and asmankmdprogre:: but traditions are liable to ressain un-
altered or progress more slowly, soon a mass of mythological tradi-
human origin of which was being for-

gotten, and purposely made obscure by the ca to wluch lived by trans-
mitting these traditions, etc.—the priests. fem_pod ready
mateiial for minds of a Pecnhtivo turn, who em lﬂd 80~
doctrines within ‘them. Morals' are nothing but the wnqbquenees
drawn from pubhc 0 mon of a given .mr-nnd and place ; and es public
opinion varies in mon.l dootrmes
y vary; bnt onoe conneétot! ‘wifh this mas

traditions, they were given a divine origin also. In the npoytmy Eose

various gods were mrangéd and organised in various ways, correspond-
ing perhaps to the constf::tional ovolutim in the various tribes, and

formed here a republic, here a h y and some particularly morbid
inonarchists did away with all o in favor of the unscrupulous
unique despot whom ople still mn “ God.”

All this mythology, with embodied moral doctrires, is handqd down
by the priest-caste ; and, as Hottentots believe what t.hap priests and
sorcerers tell them, our * civilised,” * mtelllgent," “ educated ” Churis-
tians believe what their priests and sacred scri um tell them ; and all
governments uphold this teaching because it teaches Submmlon to
authority and belief in celestial compenaatmn for earthly misery.

The latter belief is the second cause of the stre,ngth and persistence
of those pnmntwe superstitions. After all, all the poor know is that
they are exploited and shamefully treated, and everyone tries to make
the best shift for himself. Ouly a port.l(m of them bhave come to
Socialist or Anarchist opinions, and-of these the former are hopelessly
fooled again by the politicians. The great remainder try to make the
best of their position, thinking it best to imitate the unserupulous
methods of their exploiters, if they have a chance ; or they believe in
SOme reulu.tory justice that will bring about theu- turn, and this ten-
dency is worked upon by priests and ns of all dmcnpt.ions, who

tell them to believe in celestial rewards for thelr sufferings in this life.

Thus the origin of religion, is ignorance, and one of the strongest
factors upholding
authority and

Reli

(it is directly used to uphald at the same time
lottat.non. with a-ll their d.ire uences.

conseq
igious people will, perhaps, tell us that veligio

us doetrines are not
always servile to the mnsht-md powers of society, that they are pe:se-
cuted, and they will adduce as a chief example the story told .in their
smptures of the life and death of Jesus Christ; further they will
dwell on the large participation of priests in modarn social and even

Socialist movements.

Deéaling with the first ob;ect,mn, pamcutan is indeed not only some-
times the fate of rellgmus creeds—it is their very essence. Like every
State considers itself as the State, regarding other States as enemies,
hence strives to extend and conquer, and makes war inevitable as long
as we allow States to exist—every religion purports to be the religion,
and wants to be the only religion, and, notwithstanding all cant of
love - and hypocrisy, is spread by all means of ’stia m and force,
cruelty and bestiality, if they are only within its power. The Inquisi-
tion of Spain rouses the indignation of English Protestants ; but did
Catholics fare any better in England and Ireland in the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries ¥ Persecution and oppression are as inseparable

movement to hold neither committees nor conferences on Sunday, and from religion as exploitation is —the feediny of hosts of idle per=o:s

as few other meetings that day as possible.

There 18 a very strong

living by fraud, otherwise called parsons and priests.



SUPPLEMENT TO “FREEDOM.” 23

— #—I

——m—— = — . e ol

half-hearted reforms : and ure people stupid ewd¥gh to be glad of
m &r l'jhlt og :' Before
all, if they | an 1S O fh v bt the béneBit of their own
trade, they would stody modern seience, and then these of them who
are not downright idiots would not uphold their nonsensical theological
doctrines. But thev take care not'to do that or to make their con-
clusjous known ; nnd what good can these people, whose trade is based
on superstitious submission, like the capitalist’s is on submission to
economic robbery, do to any movement that, if it ix to be of any use
to the workers, meaus to destroy all exploitation from the root ¢
A look at the Continental Socialist movements is useful here. There
are in most couuntries Social Dewmocrats, though often not looking
favorablyon Freethought propaganda, at any rate who do not open the
deors of their party to priests to any extent ; in some countries not at

adl. There could 10t, I nm sure, a single priest be found in the Italian
or Austrian Bocial Democratic movements, and the consequence or

Nothing is wosse for progress any
it ;. for as the matierinl greed of churches is imsatiable, so is their
wanton desive to erdsh progress, and to rule in their place  absolutely
aml without bhope or mervy. i - A g
We will try to illastrate this from history, and see how it applies to
the present situatiom. e T |
- About the time of the ongin of Christinhity the pagan religions
were deecayi of the ridiculous and absurd —and Materialist
and Atheist theories were ndt abeent, whichna have supplanted
them by-and-by ; also a social movement against economic system,
» corrupted minority, fed and clothed by slaves, existed ; the slaves
often rose in 1ebellion ; Communistic theories were well known,
etc.—all seemed, as to«day, on' the eve of a great revolution. ' But this
was not-to happen ; in the right tilme to perpetuate slavery and misery
for a thousand yesas mbire Christiamity oviginated, that is, all those
germs of revolt, all Materialist and Communist doctrines, were trodden
down, vd by the hope in.eelestial' reward, the * millennium,” the
¢ coming reign of God,” and ignorance, superstition, and brute foree
ruled again till late in the middle ages, for twelve centuries and more.
And the point which concerns us here is, that these Christian doc-
trines were not introduced,;” @t the deginning, by force or imposed by
mere superstition, bmt  they were  carefully .draped inall: the ‘most
modean (ab the time) soeial and Socialist phrasevlogy ;; and when they
had taken tlie spirit out of the movement and converted the rebellious
slaves into submissive sheep cringing in' the subterranesn’ caves, not to
forge wenjpous fov revolt, but to lie prostrate before- croeses, and wor-
shipping what was for: them indecd the perpetrator: eir mise
the new, pure, reformed. trite;. real. and 'unique **
was done, by-and-by the powersof the:church were

reigned supreme for centuries to come--the diarkest times of history.

- \When after a tholisand. years, Trom' various reasons, ‘among which
‘one 18 the re-discavery of the anciént Greéek litarnture and philosephy,
o long hidden away by Christian .dgnorance and intoleranee —also by
the tendency $o corruption inherent--to the most strongly -established
power  thé Christian religion seemesd to be played out; 'like paganism
formerly was, when for the people it was 'a ‘mockery, s ware sold b
the priests for so and so wuch, and for the edueatsd e¢lasses G
materialism' revived (the humanists); when nlso the peeple became
rebellious again, the peasauts (the slaves of that period) revolting in
Eugland, France, Germany, the artisans of the towns boooming

all

&

stronger and more: independent, the towns rejecting feudal rule an
federating among themselves, Communistic ideas reviving (see for
this Kropotkine’s ‘ Mutual Aid -in the Medirval City,” Nineteenth
Century, August-Bept., 1894), we should expect a new world arising—
one, though supésstition and prejudices of all kinds were still very
strrong, in some respects agreeing with our ideals.

But no ; again religion, the cuise of mankind’s efforts towards pro-
gress, stepped i ; ‘g'o j}gionj about to be destioyed or to rot
wway, was re¢formed, purified, made apparently better, and the result
was that progress was again deferred for centuries and thus the modern
States were created, the power of kings strengthened, the revolts of
the people drowned in blood, the life of the people, once for a short
time called ‘ merrie,” made dreary and miserable again, as it is to-day.

On the other side the only movement which can: be said to have
attained the ends it had in view—the great French Revolution —was
grbébded b?r a a périod of warfare against all religious superstition ;

"oltaire’s * EcraseX 1'Infame.” (Crush the Infamous) was the watch-
word of the struggle, and religion was never allowed to interfere with
it, nor was it with the Paris Commune when" the Archbishop of Paris
was shot, nor with any serious revolutionary movement born of
Socialist and Anarchist ideas. N

The lesson of these examples can easily be spplied to the present
social n:gvement; and h;fre we come to the other objection mentioned
above, the participation riests in an apparently progressive way in
the modern uocialmovemenlzs. p1 e | =

If they are allowed to go on in this way they will, hand-in-hand
with the electioneering politicians, lead away, adulterate, or usurp for
the purpose of establishing their own domination, all the spirit of revolt
now slowly bntsm:i{ rising in the masses. The social revolution would
ngain fail, as it failed. sighteen hupdred and five hundred years ago,
and new ages of darkness, misery, and enthralment would follow. -

That priests and their followers only seek to a hold on the Iabor
movement to hamper and injure it is evident here in England from
their own conduct ; they will always be found to advocate the most

reason, as you will take it, is obvious.

The priests in Germany,
Austria, France, Belgium, ete., belong, if not puely clerical conserva-
tive, to the so-ealled Christian Social, SBocial Reform, and Anti-Semitic
parties- that ix, to parties which openly and avowedly combat the
Social Democrati¢c movement with fair and foul (usually foul) means.
Here the priests are in their right place : trying to svre the still rncor-
rupted workers from the Sogialist pmisom, and not being admitted
within the movement (as trnibors néver Are), they must watch from
outside, and do their best to fight Socialism. .

Only in our happy Kngland they are admitted ««th/» the mmovements, .
and have a much easier time of it than on the Continemt, where the
average Socialist shuns a priest as he would shun the poliee.

The consequences of all this to us Anarchists seems to be clear: we
must be fully aware that the labor movement is threatened nct only
from outside enemies, but from those most despicable enemies, the
priest and the politician who have already got within it. To those
who only care to have the people persuaded to wvote for them, the pre-
sence of the priest must he a godsend indeed : for a better ally 1n
fraud and plunder than the priest the politician could not find. But
as we wish the people to be free, materially and intellectunally (which,
in our conception, are both the same), we must fully face all these
enemies, and of friests and politicians alike sayv, with Voltaire, Kerasez
I Infame (Crush the Infamous) ! . N.

i — coi——-e—
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REVIEW.

- A noteworthy lhittle publication, from the pen of a semi-sympathiser
with Anarchist Communism, 18 H. Joachim Gehlsen’s brochure on
Das Christenthum v. der Anarchistische C(ommirnismus. The author
sees in Free Communisin the goal of human progress ; but he fails, we
think, to catch the deeper tones of the modern revolutionary stirring.
He thus interprets the cry of the age, at leastso far as the discontented
masses are concerned :—* Away with the philosophy of the State!
_A__wg{:iﬁt_;h the religion of the Church'’ Long live Matenalistic
Atheism !”

Surely this is a most inadequate expression of the movement hourly
growing in momentum and definiteness all over the civilised world—
a movement in whose war-cry two distinctly moial elements —indigna-
tion and aspiration—are increasingly audible. The deepest note of all
is, ‘ Away with Private Property and the Tyranny of Mammon!”
And bence, ‘“ Away also with the twin hirelings, Church and State,
whose actual function it is to maintain and protect that tyranny !
Make way for the Individual Man ; make possible the Solidavity of
Peoples.” '
ithout food, no freedom ; and if we note the attitude of crowds to-

day, we soon become aware that their materialism goes no deeper than
the recogni patent fact. All eant about ‘ Fraternity ’ on

ition of this

the part of those who, under any pretext of expediency, bolster up
e;:mg;g institutions, is increasingly detestable in houest ears. Man
cannot discover a brother in the full-fed exploiter of his life and Iabor.

L. S. B.

A note in the newspaper of June 30th, says that an Englishman has been tor
to pieces in Russia. He was the most cruel exploiter of his workpeople, and,

unable to stand it longer, they revenged themselves with barbaric fury. Some
troops have been sent to fusillade them.

‘%A great service would be done by any mau who would analyse the legis-

lation, say of the last half-century, and mnﬁp-.re the expected results of Acts
of Parliament with their proved resulta. e might make it an instructive

revelation by simply taking all the preambles, and observing how many of
the evils to be rectified were evils produced by preceding enactments. His
chief diﬁcult{.would be that of getting within any moderate compass the
immense number of casea in which the benefits anticipated were not achieved,
while unanticipated disasters were caused. Aund then he might effectively
close his digest by showing what immense advantages have, in instauce after
instance, followed the entire cessation of legislative action ; not indeed that
any such an accumulation of cases, however multitudinous and however con-
clusive, would have appreciable effect on the average wind. Political fetich-
ism will continue 80 long as men..................... recognise only proximate
causes, and never think of the remoter and more general causes by which
their special agencies are set in motion. Uatil the thing which now usurps
the name of education has Leen dethroned by a true education, having for
its end to teach the nature of the world they live in, new political delasions
will grow up as fast as old ones are extinguished. But there is a select slass
existing, and a larger select class arising, on whom a work of the kind des-
eribed would have an effect, and for whom it would be well worth while to

write it.”—HERBERT SrEXCER on “Political Fetichism,” in “The Reader,”
June 10th, 1865.
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THE WoLr aNv THE LamB,

Of all the absurd positions into which the evil genius of compromise
has ever placed conflicting interests, surely thix notion of the union of
employers and emploved is the most outiageous. Yet we read, as a
sober statement, that an ‘ Industiial Union of Employers and
Employed ” is being organised. It requires no foresight to prophesy
its utter failure, but it is a pitiable sign of the corruption amongst the
labor ‘‘ leaders”’ to find there are some treacherous enough to advise
the workeis to take part in it. |

We hope and believe, however, that these ‘ leaders ” will not by any
of their specious phrases succeed in luring the workers into this mnorass
of sheer 1mbecility. For even the most thoughtless of the toilers
must recognise that these pretended friends are after all the men who
rob them, and whose interest it is to continue doing so. In fact, a
little reflection would show the workers that this move on the part of
the exploiters proves how much they fear their employees when their
attitude 1s directly antagonistic! 'lzhe straight path and no compro-
mise should be the watchword of the workers. But, dull as the
Britisher may be as a rule, we fancy that this little scheme is too farci-
cal even to delude him. | * |

o
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VEGETARIANISM AND SLAVERY.

Who amongst us that has experimented in a vegetarian régime hbi
not admired the civil and attentive young ladies in their sober blac
dresses and spotless white aprons, who serve us with the dainty dishes
which, as vegetarians tell us, are to make of man a less ferocious
animal, a gentler and more humane member of society, besides bene-
fiting him in health and pocket ¢ "

Well, it is nice to have :ll these good things promised us, but what
about the lives and happiness of those who are to help us to these
blessings ¢ Here are some statements which the Star publishes con-
cerning the treatment of their employees by the vegetarian capitalist.
One of the aforesaid young ladies, who was employed from 11.30 a.m.
till 4 p.m. (she was a half-timer), received 05s. per week for her ser-
vices, and from this was deducted 2d. per week in case of breakages.
If perchance a breakage does occur, then the unfortunate has to pay

half the cost in addition to the stoppage mmade every week. No gra-

tuities are allowed to eke out her miserable pittance. = Now, people
who employ others and treat them in this way, no matter how they
may try to evade the fact, are practically living at the expense of the
lives and happiness of those out of whom they make their profit. In

other words, 1t 1s simply a refined and indirect form of cannibalism :

so that,amongst—other monstrous anomalies of the present age, we
have Cannibalistic Vegetarianism! 'To such disgrace does the étirse of
capitalism bring us.

TueE INTERNATIONAL DramMa, ——

The spirit of 1nternationalism is growing apace in all directions.
Alphonse Daudet comes amongst-—us and loses his prejudices against
the Enghish; Wagner's operas arouse the enthusiasm of Paris, and

Germany sends the Ducal Court Company of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha

to perform the revolutionary plays of Sudermann—for they are revo-
lutionary, say what you will. |
In Die Ehre (which the German company have been performing at
Drury Lane) Sudermann shows us that “ Honor” (the title of the
piece) 18 much the same sort of commercial commodity in Germany
that it is here. He produces a play which exposes the gangrene of
the commercial spirit underlying the most of our relationships in the
present system. There is no exaggeration in it whatever. Read any
libel case and see how honor is valued, or again any breach of promise

case or any divorce case, and so on and so on. It is the same nineteenth--

century counterfeit all the way through, and reflects to a nicety the
corrupt medium 1n which our lives are passed. There is, however, a

hopeful light penetrating all this - and that is Anarchism. Yes, only
through the spirit of Anarchisin, which refuses all compromise with

the political and social evils of the present system, can be found for

humanity a condition of life which will render a dignified and honor-

going his im

SysipERAN d.Amoms. . . 0 - - IR (IR (O 2 _

Pwo hundred lady pr¥eachers, menibers of the World's Woman’'s
Christian Temperante ‘movement, gave Londen the benefit- of their
services on Sunday, June 16. It .was the beginning cf *a week of
effort,” the ‘“‘effort” being directed. to the legal suppression of the
“ drimk curse.” - Now, by the drmuk ewrse is meant the workers” indul-
gence in intoxioati er? ; for who ever heaxd these good ladies
denouncing my Tompoddy for his extensive and ve wine-
cellars ? Not they, indeed ; they have too much love for the titled
toper to denounce his little foibles. What these gentry want to do is
to patter and fad with the lives of the toiling masses, thereby gaining
a little cheap notoriety in the columns of the /Daily ChArenicle, und in-
troducing into their own empty and useless lives a little morbid excite-
ment. Not but what some of these folks may wish to see less of the
evils of drink, the reality of which evils we do not wish.to deny. But
we blame these people for indulging their fads, because there are other
evils of which they are peifectly well aware, but which they emtively
ignore. Shall we remind them, for instamce, of the overcrowding in
London, of 60,000 families living in one room ¢ Think of the horror
of it. I8 not this sufficient to drive 60,000 men-—aye, and 60,000
women too—to the public-house, even though when there they will
again become the victims of commercialism in consuming the adulte-
rated rubbish which the SBtate-licensed vendor of this poison will sexve
out to them. Or again, what of starvation, wiih all its degrees of pain
and suffering, and which, as Professor Huxley tells us, brings a whole
series of maladies in ita train, which he has termed * starvation
diseases " ? Does not this fact need a little study and attention, ~o
that one might learn the eauses of it and do ene’s best to end it for
ever { But this would be too serious a task for thése goody-goody
busybodies, and it might ultimately interfere with their own well-
spread tables and elegantly-clothed . They'H none of it ; which
is another reason why the workers should ignore tliem, and turn their
attention to the only problem which really concerns them-—How can
we get freedom and biread ? e g ok 3

GOOD SAMARITANS . 3 . “ o,

. The Wilde case continues to excite a ecertsain amount of discussion,
the mest noticeable feature of which is the growth of a more ‘humane
view of the whole question. - We believe this case will become histori-
cal from the fact that a few courageous people have stood by the man
in his time of trial, amd, notwithstanding the odium - ineurred thereby,

have shown that sympathy which may e the gveatest: factor in
encouraging any chnn::tin the future mm:dmt wof Wilde, should
he outlive the venemous sentence which  “ society”: has promounced
apon him, We must express our admiration for Stewart Headlam's
brave conduct hoth in offering bail and in discussing the subject in the
colamus of the Church .Reformer. - Mr. Belwyn Image also has dis-
played a similar courage, and we will quote his words on this rabject,
only remarking that we should hope to see the same spivit.displayed
towards all the victims of the present system who fall into the clutches
of the law. After applauding the spirit which Oscar Wilde has dis-

layed during his trial, Mr. Image adds : * As regards his futme, so
gu' from being in despair, I am full of hope. My acqnaintance is not

altogether a small one nor an uurepresentative one, and. I know that

there are men and womon amongst them, thank -God, true enough to
champion his name and memory during the months.that he is under -
prisonment, and ready, when that imprisonment is over, to
welcome him as their friend, and to help him to recover his spirit and
to do good work for the world. ... And if in any way my friendship
and services may be in some and use in helping him to this end, I shall
esteem it as one of the privileges and honors of my life.” |

OVER THE WATER.

Democratic Parliamentarism has everywhere given rise to corruption. That is

France. Well known in Eugland, which does not yet anjotyr true Demoecracy.

" In that line the world’s record is held by the United States, and
some very interesting items are given in Les Temps Nowuveaur, No. 7. Italy
and France come next, with slight differences in the way thie thefts are done.

In France another scandal (but it no longer scandalizes anybody) has become
known lately : it is connected with the construction of the Southern Railways.
It is rather a small thing compared with the Panama swindle, but it involves
much the same ‘“honorable members’’ as the previous ones. Of course, every
politician and every member of the upper ten thousand knows the names of
those who have been bribed; but the Government refused to prosecute them, the
Chamber approved of that decision,and the Socialists shrank from publishing
all that they knew, because . Well, it may be that some Radical ally, even
some Socialist friend, took his part in the bargain.

But this new disclosure, incomplete as it may be, will not add to the respect
of the people for their ‘‘representatives.’’

We have a French proverb: ‘“ What you have decided te do, do smilingly.’’
The officers of the French squadron at Kiel, in not following that precpt, seem
to be rather ridiculous; but that is not our business: what we wish to emphasize
is the double game of the French Socialist Deputies.

They boast of beini internationalists, but, on the other hand, they would be
very glad to obtain the support of the Chauvinist voters who were of so much
use to Boulanger. Accordingly they interpellated and blamed the Government
for having accepted the invitation of the German Emperor ; they complained of
its want of self-respect towards William, and of this and that, but they had not
a word to uti?a.tin the humility of Frauce towards the autocrat of Russia. (!
won’t say ‘“the alliance with the Russians,’’ as the poor moujiks have never
been asked their opinion on the matter.) o

The Clarion is wrong : the Socialist Deputies have been trying to appear wore
patriotic than anyone fn France, and they have covered themselves with ridiculel



July, 1895.
The Gov pt and the Senate have concocted sther one of the -mmt

atrociou 'Bnlla that have ever evolved from the brains of legislators, It is for
the osé of imterdicting the strikes among workers paid by the State

(powder-makers, gimbmiths, mechatfics in the naval workshops, matchmakers,

tobaceo workers, etc.), and amongst the railway employees.
The preamble of this Bill is a most interesting rioee of work ; the arguments

muy be imagived. [ suppose you admit the i ty of public interests and of

State interests. ' It is not difficult te prove that the security of the State is not
complete if its workmen are allowed to strike work ; that  the welfare of the

national bud

And what a
are engaged in a free contract with the SBtate ; before ukltg for work from it
they know all about the advmngt and disadvantages of work ; and, more-
over, if they are not satisfied they may go away,—but separately, because a
strike is a conspiracy, and to conspire against the Btate is worth from six days
to five years imprisonment ! ' |

In spite of the efforts of the Government it is not likely that the Bill will

t demands that & ¥ise in wages should be a thing unkeown,

Lecome law. 1 think the workers are not in such & state of demoralization as

to let it go easily through the Chamber of Deputies; but if they should, it
would degrade t .:ﬂrlualy and bring them to the same level as demestics,
who never think of g

Later on, if we nhr-tho%oddﬁt State dreamed of by the Marxists, when
every worker will be an official, thea the idea must come agsin to light ; that is
the natural outcome of the system. If the Anarchist spirit does not prevail, to
have another idea than the ﬂvhﬁ'-employer will be high treason.

The workpeople of a factory im Cambrai had struck work and came the next
day to discuss matters with the employer. His son without provocation shot
twice at the strikers with a rifle through the locked gate, and wounded five
persons : & boy of fourteen, three mtfkh under eighteen and a man forty-eight
years old. He has been prosecunted and fined £4 with the benefit of the First
Offenders Act ; that is, he pays nothing and goes scot free. That decision is a
fair sample of French magistracy. -

M OR DEMOCRACY.
- . WaHAT 183 SociAvLisx ? N '

How comes it that a purely political and Radieal program goes by
the name of ‘“true and scientific SBocialism”; while a Communist
formula, based on individual autonomy and free association, is now
designated a Utopia, or the dream of mad revolutionaries ¥ To answer
this question I will take a historical pavallel. , e e

It seems to me that, in our times, we are passing through a period
of political and social esvolution much resembling that of the Reform-
ation. We know that the latter was brought about, on the one hand,
by the monstrous pretentions and abuse of  power of the Church and
the Papacy, and, on the other, by the great discoveries which' shook to
their foundations the fables and childish legends of Holy Writ,* upon
which the authority of the Papal Church wes based,” Similar causes lie
at the root of the social movement of.our era. The military and bureau-
crutic State became more and more centralised; and swallowed up both
the wealth of nations andsthedife and-freedom: of individuals. . The
despotism of Napoleon and the Restoration; the reastion of the Holy
Alhanee, the Austro- Bourbon domination in Italy, ¥éused publie opinion
at thé beginning of our century. On the other hand, the great dis
coveries of pasitive science and mechanical and industrial "inventions
completely transformed . existing Kuropean civilisation. Qur annual
production is thirteen times what it was in 1812.+ The new power of
the steam engine, the rapidity of exchange in the region of commerce,
a8 in that of , its daily and cheap postal seivice, have des-
troyed frontiers, and changed the order and the unity of nations.

As the Papacy and the despotic Church were forced to yield to the
Jdemands of the rebellious conscience of the fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries, so in our times, the autocratic and centralised State will see
itself forced to yield to the demands and assaults of the enriched middle-
clags and the proletariat. But the popular conception of the Reform-
ation differed much from those of Luther, Melancthon and the German
kings and princes upon whom they depended. Since Jobn Huss and
the ‘Faborites, Giordano Bruno, and Campanella with his ¢ City of the
Sun,” Thomas Miinzer and the Anabaptists, we find the Reformation
everywhere identified with the Communist Christian revolution. In the
¢ Anabaptist profession of faith,” so popular among the peasants of
Germany and the Low Countries, we read :

“ I. There are no priests of tribes or sects. Every man may be re-
generated by the inspiration of God and take the office of priest,
preaching by exaniple. f-

II. ’l‘sbe bodies regenerated by the Spirit ought to dwell together
in a perfect comfm'unit( of goods. -

" VI. No ceremonial worship.
work of his hands. : !

VIII. No Anabaptist may govern or let himself be governed by
force. His rule is the Word of God. It is better to die than to
submit to slavery or to impose it on others.”

And they died free, calumniated, exterminated by the legal and
prudent reformers. The Reformation of the rich triumphed. It
emancipated.fiom the temporal suthority and clerical . domination, but
left the people in the same e¢ondition of ignorance, poverty and slavery.
Yes, the prudent:tri d, but ouly by falsifying the spirit and
aspirations of the people. Luther, and the theologians of the epoch,
wedded the Reformation to princes and kings.

SOCIALIS

Man ought to earn his living by the
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* Surely the Reformation on its religious side was a revolt against the
traditional authority of the Catholic Church and the additions it had ventured
-t0 mnke to the Beriptures. Most of the Reformers were fanatical Bible-
worshippers, baring their revolt upon an appeal to ‘*God’s Word;*’ as later, in
politics, the rebel party appesled to written law and the ancient constitution
as against the king s divine right and unlimited anthority.—TRANSLATOR.

+ /Freedon, August 1884, page 53.
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t the personal liberty, the rights of the workers! Oh, "they'

The like is happen
spread as a conception the solidarity of huwan life, a life organised
by society (hence the term Socialism) and not by the State, Socialism
was, among the English and French, really Bocialist and not “ Social ”
Democratic. According to Robert Owen, St. S8imon, Louis Blanc,
Proudhon and the rest, he who said the word ‘“8ocialism” thereby
repudiated all idea of classes; for it was imposrible to conceive of one
Socialismm as bourgeois or aristocratic and another as democratic:
Democratic Socialism would seem mere tautology. But this was among
the English and French; towards 1840, Bom:ﬁim began to spread in
Germany. The faith of the universities was entirely Hegelian and
reactionary. Better men, like Ludwig Boerne and H. Heine, deplored
the state and disposition of public opinion in the Fatherland. One
section of German youth, imbued with reactionary philosophy suited, as
we have seen, to the doctrines of the Restoration, detached themselves
from their master. They declared themselves revolutionaries with the
State and by the State. Marx, Engels and Lassalle were amongst
them.

Mr. Engels tells us that he and Marx have put Hegel’s system on its
feet. No matter how they have set it up, the fundamental doctrine
that the individual must be sternly subjected to the authority of the
State has remained intact. When, in 1848, the ‘“Communist Mani-
festo” of the German party appeared, it was entirely conceived in
accordance with an all-powerful State: the-State must monopolise
everything,$ organise everything, even an industrial army, even the
cultivation of the fields according to a general plan. By this ardent
love for the State they drew closer to the Jacobins and especially
the Blanquists. These latter always remained active revolutionists.
Since their first attempt, with the chivalrous Barbés, they have not
ceased to conspire and make attempts to themselves of power.
In Germany t»ﬁe authoritarian Communists adopted pacific, legal and
parliamentary tactics. The very natural desire to attain their end led
them into a path of compromise. Like the Blanquists and Socialists
of 1848 in France, they have degenerated into a Radical party of
Socialistic tendency, as may be seeu in their programs formulated by
Liebknecht

- Do you think, reader, that I wish to blame them ? Not at all The

old Blanqui and Barbés were all their lives men of great character, full
of sympathy. I am always full of admiration for their unshakable
courage, their devotion to the cause of the people. No less admiration
have I for the heroic Russian Terrorists, who desired to seize upon
power and the State to decree a social revolution. But all these great
characters and noble careers say frankly and plainly that what the
movement required was not ‘‘scientific Socialism.” Never did those
heroic revolutionaries put forward the ridiculous pretention of possess-
ing Socialism as their own monopoly, as do the children of reactionary
metaphysics. _

Their program is a Liberal and Radical political progiam. As Rad-

icals with Socialistic sympathies they may render ilnmense services to

Germany, by proclaiming a democratic republic, by inaugurating the
alliance of the vepublics of central Europe. But, for this, they must
renounce the absurd pretention of possessing the monopoly of science,
and the right of calumniating and defaming all revolutionary attempts,
as they did in 1875-6 against the Bosniens, and in 1876 against the
manifestations at St. Petersburg, in 1877 against the attempt at Bene-
vento, in 1878 against Nobel and Gaedel, Iater against Reinsdorf,
against Verner, against the Chicago Anarchists, against the unhappy,
starving creatures shot down in Berlin in 1892 by the army that Herr
Bebel thinks not sufficiently disciplined.

- However, it must be recognised that if Luther, Melancthon & Co.
nltered: thecharacter of the Reformatipn, by suppressing the Sogjalistic
demands, for the benefit of kings and priunces, these Marxist gentry, in
their turn, have renamed Socialism to get more votes at elections.  If
Luther wedded the Reformation to priuces, Engels and the rest have
wedded Socialism to the State. Another ‘ mariage de convenance”
Conventional marriages are very profitable, but never command one’s
sympathy. | W. TCHERKESsOY.

e T T T ——— e ——— — . —

Let Us Reason Together.

The letter of W. J. Robins in last issue is, I think, a sign of the
times. Anarchism i< undoubtedly attracting thoughtful minds: but
while I am more than pleased to see our Mutualist friends adopting a
more cordial attitude toward us, and rightly asking comrades to “exam-
ine the theory of Mutual Banking with an unprejudiced mind,” I
would return the request with compliments and ask them to do the
same with respect to the theory of Communism. Anarchism is above all
things eclectic. Both Mutualism and Communism are but economic
forms : it is only when the principles of Anarchy are applied to these
as to others that we shall be able to prove which 1s best.

There is one thing, however, which I cannot help laying very great
stress upon, and it is the unnecessary and stupia coufu-ion and mis-
representation our Mutualist friends lay themselves open to by not
sticking to their right name, and implying that there is tautology be-
tween Individualism and Anarchism. The economic form of Iudivid-
ualism is the right of the individual to approprate the result of other
people’s labor over and above what he pays themn 1n wages, though he
generally has to share this surplus according to agreement with the
usurer, Inndlord and government.
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Mutualism denies this by affirining the right of the individual to the
full result of his labor, thiough co-operation, leaving nothinﬁ to be
appropriated by capitalist organiser of industry or finance, and repu-
diates the claims of landlord and State-goternment.

Mutual Banking, while a useful and even necessary concomitant of
a4 Mutualist formn of industry, since it is unable to do more than indicate
a method of warding off’ the absorption of small proprietors who, how-
ever, usually find it more expedient to realise their property and invest
it in some capitalist joint-stock enterprise, finding the income derived
therefiomn (the result of exploiting Iabor), a nice addition to the wages
they get while working for some capitalist firm. They generally form
@ buffer class between the mass of the workers without property and
the big mounopolists, To the huge mass of the former Mutual Banking
iz capitalist industry appears to be almost a mockery.

Mutual Banking, in fairness to our friends, must not be confounded
with Mutualism. 1t is only a small part of it, one tiny plank; and it
~eems to me that without the others, which I consider far more 1mpor-
tant, the platform will never be built by which the workpeople will be
able to raise themselves out of the capitalist slaveiy of to-day. Since
Mutualisin destroys Individualist monopoly by affirming the freedom
of the workpeople from exploitation, and the liberty of the individual
worker to take the full result of his labor, Communism becomes easy
« 1 realisation because it simplifies matters: Mutualism 18 but a converse
‘ommunism tainted with the interests and prejudice of small proprie-

tors belonging to a bygone condition of industry. Communism de--

crives no oune of the power to appropriate the produce of his labor to
i~ own use; it only deprives him of the powel to economically subjet
others’ labor by such appropriation. It desires to make conimon to all
e mbers of society the whole of that species of property which plunders
et Dersonal property is not thereby converted into common pro-
rerty ; the property iden itself has not been destroyed, only the social
« waracter of propertv is entirely changed, its class interests are gone
foir good. We mean only to abolish that miserable spoliation by which
ti.e workpeople only live to increase eapital for others, and are kept
«iive only in so far as it may serve the interests of the 1rling classes.

Wheun labor can no longer be changed into a monopolising social
power, when personal property ean no longer be converted into an
etzine of plunder, from that moment the Communist declares the
1dividual 1s economically free. _

[n conclusion, our friend Robins seems to think we are in some way
. posed to the establishment of Mutual Banking. Nothing of the
vind!  We do not trouble ourselves about it becausé we have nothing
t» bank, nothing to exchange except our labor-power, and we have yet
t- learn that even the Mutual Bank will discount short bills on labor
.ot yet embodied in the raw material as a commodity of some sort

if the small middle-clasi"wWere not =0 entirely occupied in secrambling
and struggling to become big middle-class they would adopt it at once,
it they had any sense.

Yes, some of us Awnarchist-Communist wage-workers have looked
i:to it with unyrejudiced minds, and can see nothing in it for us.
Mavbe we “do not comprehend its real importance,” but when he says
“* this would free the enormous amount of capital now idle and cause a
creat demand for labor,” we rather think we do. To show the causes
« t present poverty, to get our fellow-workers to desire with us the
:«ovolition of all State governments, to repudiate the claim of any form
ot property to plunder Iabor, to teach the co-operation of labor in
a~~ociation as equals,—this is the inspiring work we find pleasure in.

J. TURNER.

ANARCHISM & POTATOES.

While writing his article for June Freedom, comrade Bell did not “ care a
copper” whether the commounly assumed relation between men and property
is real and natural or nct. Well, that sort of indifference is likely to remain
quite in order till the next social corner has to be turned by the mass of
civilised mankind. Then all that which is sham in our institutions will pass
into limbo. Yetinevading 1he guestion as to whether the notion of property
is or ia not based on real and natural (and hence irreversible) grounds, it
~cemus to me that it is comrade Bell and not L. S. B, who “gives away our
At.archist position.” Anarchism will bear investigation righ.t down to the
l.«d-rock of natural verity, out of which language originally took its rise.
I'o desophisticate our talk is not to indulge in “metaphystcs.”

Meanwhile conurade Bell sees in his mind’s eye two equal gardens belonging
to two equal (or, at any rate, similarly circumstanced) garden-owners. He
next sees garden-owner A growing lots of potatoes while garden-owner B,
despite equal opportunities (in the matter of means, tools, muscle and leisure),
grows flowers, or leaves Nature to grow only weede, thus evidently showing
Liimself unequal to A so far as constitutional taste, aptitude, and propensity
are concerned. Poor A soon finds this out ; for B makes no offer of his flowers,
110t of his unused tools, nor even the garden-space for A’s childien to play in.
And yet he is caught Lagging some of the potatoes A had cultivated, on the
pretext that A only wants them to sell, while he, B, wauts them to eat.
Aud so, naturally, a hot dispute arises between them. Comrade Bell then
turns his mind’a eye on L. S. B, aud asks what that passer-by would say.

Probably nothing; only “think the more.” The likely reflection would be
—**Those two claimants of as much as they can get along the respective lines
of least resistance for their uunlike temperaments must be left to fight it out.
I am neither policeman, judge, nor jury; and even honest amateur meddlers
are liable to mistake.” 'T'he reflection would wind up with an impatient sigh,
mearing: ‘“‘Ob, for Anarchy! and that common-senge coudition of society
which would make both A and B look silly foolse—A, for toiling and moiling
at producing private potatoes ouly to buy other things with which be could
bave and welcome by more direct meaus ; B for exposing himself to the bruises
«r bad names which are the natural meed of the aggressive upsetter of other

people’s hobbies, instead of getting his potatoes peaceably elsewhere as his
~wcially conceded right.”

ey

Truth to tell, the sordid little scene conjured up by comrade Bell 28 a
connudrum for altra-Communists to guess their way out of, is an apt case in

int, showing what a nuisauce pruperty-owning may make of one’s neigh-

ur. Both A and B are likely types enough under our existing uneasy
conditions; but both would show as “cranks,” and Ly mo nemus common
“examples,” in a healthy social cavironment. [ counceive the Aunarchist 1ask
at present to coubist in eye-opening (iu the case of self and others) as to
what it is that human nature reailly wants to be at. Bemeath all nar-owly
selfish workings, loafinge, gradginge'mwi grabbings each man, I take it, is
only taking his own nurnd’s shurtest cut to freedom ; and not ot e in & tiillion
would at all object to being fair to Dick, Tom, and Harry, if he could only
first make sure he wasu’t risking his' own per=onal liberties. [ dou’t see
much use in asking how we would ren equal garden-owning or porato-gelling
in the absence of policemen ; but it does seem to me desirable that we shoul
have a clear idea as to what “owning” invglves in the way of inconveuience,
and bow it is that, behind the back of the property assumption and its indis-
pensable though uonreliable and ex e “Robert,” human pature persist-
ently tends to mork out its own salvation. Most neighbours happeun to do
one another little unweighed, onmeasured, roughly equivalent good turns
over the garden wall; aud potato-sncaking ists’t half ax usual as under pres-
ent miserable conditious it oaght to be, if human vature were as individoal-
istic as property-croakers gratuitously assume.

Comrade Bell fails to see that property holding, so far as it empowers at
all, is synonymous with monopoly, since arbitrarily to associate with your
oWl wi{l and caprice the use by others of anything whatever which you are
unable to put 16 direct use yourself is 1o makeé your will an dbelructive
factor in other people’s cpportunities.  Everything you tiade with, you
govern by. Property in anything, merely for trading with it, monopolises
that thing as yours; and even though you are not the least in the world »
would-be governor (and may vuder the commercial system be obli to
trade with your supertluity as the ouly alternative to being governed your-
self), ﬁt you are a smust-be goveruor, all the same, of those who have no
supa ity alall: Sath Mltﬁ? fad €3 i AL LD

Comrade Bell is doubtless right in saying that ‘“‘the essential thing is
liberty to MAKE, not to TAKE,” (he means tdke away, of course). That is
exactly the poiut. With liberty to make afforded to all who already take
pleasnre jiu productive activity, to say vothing of the many more who would
find delight in workiug usefully and steadily if the preseut ph;,sicq: and
moral slavery attached to labor were removed,—with ali this natural impulse
to cheerful productivity liberated, society could not but find itself do0 wealthy
that none need take away from others in order to supply himeelf. As to
“anbalanced” Comimuunism, -I don’t understand the term. Does comrade
Bell mean that free society would still contain the uncouvinced private tiader
trying (even without -uwmtwuotinn)u accumulate superfluity for tke

urpose of bargain-driviag! Wby noti{—to begin with, at any rate, To be

ree, society nrut,.,inclnde different methods, reaulting from the different

miilootiona_o differing meu. Oaly, with ¥REE Commnnism once merrily
afoot (which under a law-protected property system can never lznfl’; ‘case),
it is hard to see of what advantage the private bargain-driving could be to
either party engaged in it.” Tu me it seems certain that the ganie would
quickly be seen to be not worth the candle. A stile set in a hedge of fence
may offer itself as the easiest poitit to go one’s own way over; aud guite a
crowd of delayed pedestriains may collect round it awaiting their torn; bLut
imagine the hedge removed and the ditch levelled, while the stile is yet lefs
standing as someone’s private property! who would thea want to climb over
it as the easiest way of getting acroas country ! - A

Ou this point I may, perbape, be forgiven for quoting frem a lettér on Free
Access which I wrote more than a year ago to the “Weekly Times & Echo™

‘ If, having produced that which he cannot consume or énjoy, the producer
stickles for a right to prohibit the use of thlie remainder by others, save on
terms imposed by himself, there can be but one motive for his doing se. - He
must be lieving that the retention of his product (always at meore ar less
inconvenience to himself) is necessary, in order to prevent his goiag short of
something which someone else has produced. He wants it, in short, to bribe
someone else to hand him something which the other only withholds for like
reasons. All this is comprehensible under the existing competitive system
(which is but a confused plexus of artificial hindrances), but it would show like
a craze in a free and healthy society. KEven now the assumption is false that,
beside wanting to have his own needs satistied, his own opportunities ppen, his
own activities free, and his own enjoyments secured, vour fellow-man cares at
all to hinder your reception of like benefits. He only gets in your way becanse
he thinks vou will get in his if he does not. The queer aecquisitive grudge
which makes men keep what thaf don’t want in order to buy what they do want
may also be partly due to the delusion that enough could not be immediately
forthcoming of everything for everybody. And so, to make sure for themselves,
the privileged market-managing minority have bungled affairs so far that the
divorce between natural demand and natural supply is now-a-days well-nigh
complete.’’

‘Comrade Bell's bracketing of a question regarding a market-gardener's
potatoes with a question as to a womau’s person is altogecher surprising,.
since insistance on personal freedom is no less surely the starting point of
Anarchism than denial of the arbitrary connection between person and things
is the outccme of that insistance, The very words “a woman’s person” are
tautological. A woman is a person and it is as herself, not as ber property,
that she claims not to be agfrmivel treated. Ip the letter from which I
quoted I made my opinion clear on this point,—*“{People} commit absurdity
in claiming to own themselves;......... it 1s a mere ng with words. I do
not ‘own’ myself. I am myself. A, B,orCis not I. Tgudou ‘hasnds off !’
Aad that is all about it.” L. 8. BeviNeTON,

AN ANARCHIST VIEW OF THE
Legal Eight-Hour Day.

We think by this time most of those who have followed our criticiam of the
LEGAL eight-hour day have begun to see the position we take up. That we
do not consider the eight-hour day of serious imp ptance at all is, also, easily
understood. We have discussed it because the ‘political Social-Demccrats
have, in their usual fair-minded way (sic), repeatedly affirmed that the reason
we will not excite ourselves in trying to popularise a belief in the eflicacy of
an eight-hour law is because we cither have not the sense to understand the
question, or else we are against all bettering of the condition of the work-

le.
peoApa to the firat, we think we have shown that we have looked into the
matter, have taken the the trouble to analyse and observe, and from these
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sffirmation and geueralisation. But not only us; a large body of ¢
Socialists, for the most Trade-unionists, and placing little faith in lega
cnactmients on account of the bitter experience they bave had of the little good
legislution can sccomplish, are begiuning to adopt wuch the same attitade
as ourselves, O“lﬂ last when at the Londou Trades Couucil the forth-
.comging May-day T was under discussion, one of the delegates,
» well-known straightforward Socialist, moved an amendment that no demon-
‘stration be held, and urged as the reason, and quite rightly, that the time had
gone by to agitate for an eight-hour day, that the em ers had already an-
ticipated it and that if anything was to be done to benefit the unemployed it
must be reduced to a four-hour day. He also drew attention to the position
.of importance these demonstrations placed the political leaders in, and noticed
.the lapse of heart and interest as, year after year, the demonstra was held
‘without result and without the .lgm prospect of any on the ordimary
political lines. Another had the hardihood to say point blank that unless the
-organiscd wourkers were p?nd to declare a general strike to obtaiu it
nothing was likely to come of it.
These are the opinions which have grown up in the ranks of the organised
‘workers and rise out of the experience they are getting of the inuportance of

.political action.

We should indeed fail to pnderstand the guestion if we tried to popularise
a palliative whieh-'w?'km from the beginning wouald leave the wr::le plun-
.dering position of the exploiters untouched, and would not bring even the
relief to the suffering of the teildrs which ité advocates profess. e should
indeed lack common sense if, as advocates of a newer and nobler form of
" suc ety, we allowed the more inte t and advanced of the rank and file of
the workers to get beyond us in r efforts to break through the old to

-establish the new. As to being against all bettering of the coudition of the

workers, it is not true and they know it. Because we stick to Socialist first
principles and ¢ y demonstrate that the workpeople as a class can

uever permanensly improve their position until they gaio eontrol of the pro-
-ductive powers o{ ¥, and that the way to gain that contrel is by auni-
hilating all acknowledged modes of spoliation by which they have been
plundered and with it the entire system of spoliation and robbery ; becaunse
W l:;t‘k to what we believe to be t::. truth and ril:! not tllrni.hto the right
-Or for témporary political gain they declare we do wot wish to assist in
the emancipation of labor. | _
Their wilful accusations only prove the weakness of their position, a weak-
ncss born of trying to win the political support of the workers by deception, of
preténding to resist robbery by dishonesty. In fact it is the continual post-
pohement of even those temporary improvements in the condition of labor,
‘through trusting to the political machinery of the capitalists to effect it, that
we are continually fighting aguinat. The return of fifty or eyen a hundred
M.P.s pledged to the Leé‘Elfhf-M' Day would mot stir our pulses in the
least ; we know what to look for, we bave the object lesson in Germany. Bat
had the workers only continued the lihie of policy so successful in the case of
the Gasworkers and those in the building trade a cousiderable number of those
-coutests might have calminated in a general strike, and who knows hut what
in the énthusiasm sud excitement a serious attempt might not have been made
-to break through the supeérstitions respcot of the workers fuor tle property that
plunders them, and a’ semsible and intelligent attempt miade to coutrol and
-direet their own labor in the future and themselves dispose of its products.

This is the actual position that we take ug:n this question of the cight-hour
day the same as on the whole guestion of labor legislation. We see that it is
4uf an sttempt to deal with effgcts anud leaves the cause still at work, that the
belief in the cﬂmy_ of au Eight-hour Law tends to induce the workpeople to

place faith in statute law as a means of relief, while we see clearly that if they
all existing capitalistic

ever gain their emaneipation it will be by deqtroyingl
Security and capitalistic gnardntees of which statute law is the expression and
ernment the very cmbodinient. |

}&’hﬂg’,ﬂl‘{:mfoh, we should always take part in any agitation which the
workers may be engaged in we should take great care to always point out with
.all the force and clearness possible the actual position we occupy on this as on

other questions.
While we should, always and everywhere, assist every movement of
the workers agsinst existing industrial conditions, and do our little best to

.make the object of the now annual demoustrations a declaration for the solid-
arity of the workpeople of all countries, we should decline to conceal our

-

ug';niong_ and our énds and declare openly that these ends can only be accom-
i:ished by the ovérthrow of all existing political and industrial arrangements.
I'his is becoming more and more necéssary now the class war is assuming a def-
inite form and those who were revolutionary in some respects a few years back
.are drifting rapidly into the politieal rut, anxious ounly to secure more votes
.and thus likely to become in the near future more reactionary scats. They
hold fast by 01,’:1 political dogmas and doctrines in opposition to the altered
‘taetics 'necesnr‘rl through the rapidly changing industrial conditions of the
workpeople. They seek, therefore, logically ecnough from their point of view,
to deaden all direct attacks of the organised workers and to divert all possible
energy into the political chaunel for the parpose of returning them to political
power. Aud where they are returned they distinguish themseives from the
other political parties only by making an organised business of the use of
.Socialist and revolutionary phrases from which, however, all the original
‘megning and spirit has long since departed.

Hence, they violently denounce and oppose all those who literally translate
into action the sentiments thoI may have spoken, and thereby prove themselves
wilfully dishonest, a dishonesty all the more contemptible on account of the
fanatical faith of their followers in the miraculous powers of their political
Panacea.

Our conclusions drawn from the foregoing observations on this matter are :

That something more substantial thad a legal eight-heur day is necessary if we
.are to get a really léa‘l;ign_ class vement. If must be something that notonly
-7 :‘ 5 an 4

the political votef terest in, not only organised labor take an
interest in, but something in which the weakest and worst off shall feel they

are also deeply interested, A,% this will ¢ e when they begin to.see that
the canses of their degradation’ %gﬁlft ‘to“'ﬁ;f;gmove&, m? thf: their help is
required before it can be accomplished. There must be everywhere a clear and
istinct.declaration fer the complete repudistion of capifalist Jomimatioh of
indunstry, not & desire to regulate the conditions of labor under capitalism.

hich yoday Sueamerdlyiamiaiitess for thagids 16e £Hitce of {astby T o
whice | Aare : g tne of Inaus! n the
.intebrlest of the capitaliscs l:.nd i.r:l alw'ays the organised powd er of one class which
cnables it to oppress another, and not any attempt to induce workpeople to<put
‘their faith in governmeuntai l'eg\d&ﬁoﬁ‘tl{ gﬁlﬂﬂeﬂ‘ﬂt i Kpecgis torp

Our policy must be to criticise, not to condemn the mistaken cfforts of our
8 1o better gheir condition ; to-point eut that the Trade-uniostis easwneb and
rlianient will nof secure’even such a poor palliative as the Eight-hour
Day for all while the great mass of the worﬁpeople believe in existing social
aarrangements.  But immediately they cease to believe in them and attempt to
~lestroy them this and many other measures now neglected will be rapidly

fe
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observations drew our conclusions. We do not care to be satistied with mere
] p

. — =

brought on deck and thrown overboard to save the sinking ship of capitalist

iracy.

l “"gwho wish to form no party, nor to mould the labor movement, we who
claim to be the most determi end advanced section of the workers in all
countries bave every reason to continue our propaganda ; for we see clearly tha:
those who—to win momentary popularity-—preach * palliatives to-da?r. politica!
action to-morrow, and ‘ Hurrah };r the Social Revolution !’ later,’’ who are
everything by turns and nothing for long,—these will be discounted sooner or
later.

Keeping in the ranks of our fellows, taking part in all their efforts and
struggles, encouraging them by our personal conduct and example let us press
on for such social and industr.al conditions that eight-hour laws or eight-hour
workdays will not be thought of except as echoes of the past, under which w~
shall work just so long as it suits our comfort and convenince, am:]l n.(I)‘ longer.

. TURNEE.
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A DIAILOGUE.
(oncluded. )

Other Fellowr. Yes: being poor means being governed, body and soul.
Being rich means governing. |

Dunce.—4overn ¢ that’s another new word.

Other Fellow.—Same as law. That 1s to say, Government is a trick in
two moves: First move, make your will “law”; second move,
injure people who disobey your will, that is who * break” vour
law.

Dunce (indiygnantly ).—-And, top of all this, you mean to tell me the
people are wise not to laugh at the otlicers, spoil the arsenals,
make a bonfire of law-papers and title-deeds, and

Other Fellow.—For Peace and Quiet’'s sake stop that nonsense.
it’s tru-— it’'s—it’'s Anar—, at any rate it's revo I mean 1t's
dowuright waconetitutional to talk that way! It is quite consti-
tutional to lock men up for less than that sometimes.

Dunce (upjer reflection ).—Well, I've got an idea that can’t be unconsti-
tutional. Suppose all the poor people chose a little set of men
like themselves to make the laws, how would the rich people

get along then ¢

Other lFellow.—Come, dunce; you're getting quite a politician! and
that'’s the very thing the rich folk morve than anyone else would
be glad to see you stop at, because your interests would have to
lie their way then, and real changes could be avoided.

Dunce.—How’s that? Surely poor men’s laws would be all fair and

- square; and there would be plenty of everything—bread, occu-
pation, education, and liberty, —for everyone then, and no money
to hitch the wheels with.

Other Fellow. - Poor men’s laws! Ha! ha! Poor men don't need laws
to make them able to dig and plant, or build machines and
houses, or make roads, or steer ships, or take notice and learn
things, and think. They can do all that as easily as bees can
make a honeycomb and fill it, directly you sweep all the legal
money-rubbish out of the way, and let them get at the land,
and at the machinery they bhave already made. It is only par-
asites that can’t get hold of what they want any way except by
turning the workers’ honey into money, and then wiping it into
their own pockets by the great law-trick.

Dunce.—Well, but poor men in the talking-shop might talk their wills
into law, mightn’t they ¢ and make it /lleyal for anvone to live
at other people’s cost. _

Other Fellow.— No: poor men arxe not patent men, wairranted to kLeep
squaire where it 18 cheaper to twrn rornd  They e just like
other men so far as that goes, and once inside the ““gas house”
their first job 1s to stop there, and get themselves made into
rich men if they can. Their ‘“honorable” position makes them
change their tastes to fit tlie present system and their memories
get hazy about their mates 1n the street. And it soon dawns
upon them that in order to run any laws at «ll' with reference
to a class that the laws do»n’t sinit, it 1s needful to do more than
talk and report and tie knots in red tape. Theyv must have the
disposal of T'yranny’s tricolor '

Dunce.~— EhE “What's that? . o 47 SR

Other Feliow.- -Tranny’s three colors, 1 say, Red, Black, and Blue:
—~8Soldiers, Priests and Policemen. If they have truncheons,
cordite, and hell-fire to drive their laws home with, well and
good. Buat law, without these little aids, end= 11 gas, and looks
silly. And these three implements cost money, don’t you see?
Hcw are law-makers to expect to get the business folks’ monev
to pay for brute force and clerical eunning, when 1t 1s to oppose
business and riches with ¢

Dunce.—Why, by taxes. I didn’t know what law was till you told me,
but the tax-collector told me the law could force me to pay my
taxes, and had a 1ight to the money to keep up the Roval Fam-
i1ly, and the Army, nod the Church, and God knows what. But
if we had the government we could force the rich people to p:y
for things we care about, couldn’'t we?—KEducation, and Science,
and Art, and beautiful smooth roads and railways, and electi
locomotion, and miles of splendid gardens and free parks. Ol
my !

Other Fel{ow.-- Ilow you do gallop on. 1t 1sall wrong. Goveinmernts
can only get money 1nto their hands by taxing the folk who
have money. And more and more people would be short of
money, to pay government or anyone else, if business got shaky
or trade came to a standstill. Aud business and trade ol
get shaky directly people with a little money stopped a trick
called “investing.” Amnd they waordd stop investing it Govern-
meni couldn’t be trusted to back up business for them, and to

Why,
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leave the control of the land and other capital just where it is.
No, no, dunce. KEven if it were any good to auyone to have
thisx or that set or class of men forcing their notions on all the
rest, there would still be no chance of getting government
worked by our sort in our behalf. No need to waste time and
energy that way. KEverytbhing that 1eally wants doing can be
done by arrangements made directly among those able and
willing to do it, without any formalities forced on them (with
fines attached) by men at a distance not dirvectly concerned 1 it.
Red tape is expensive, mind you, besides tangling everybody’s
- hingers. | _

Deunce - - Then what earthly reason have the people for not joming to-
qethers and getting whatever there’s enough material and machin-
erv for, without bothering about the law?  What 18 there to
~top thie poor-polidemet hnd sdldicis from helping the people to
employ themselves without orders from officers ¢ What earthly
1 enson

Other Fellow.— Look here! You forget the Church. 'There's no earthly
reason, but there’s an wnrearthly one. The priests aud parsons
live at the people’s cost, like the rest of the businmess wonld.
'heyv don’t produce any wealth but they are allowed by the law
to use up a good deal in exchange for the service they do the
Rovalties aind Law-and-War-makers, Bankers and Stockbrokers,
Pleasure-seekers and loafing Landgrabbers. Their job 1 to keep
the people’s minds dull and guiet, so that they shanld not muke
awkward inquiries, and find out how the whole swindle began and
what it’s kept going for. They chloroform the people’s wits.

I)ience. ‘That's a bit! Hew can they ehloroform anyone who doesn’c
choose ¢

Other Fellmie.—W hy, by telling them corrupting lies about wrongs and

rights, and making out there’s a dreadful curse on ple who
don’t believe what parsons and priests say, and by keeping them
~o ignorant that they have no ci:nnce of discovering ‘where the
lies come in. These lovers of darkness have the decency to
dress up in black ; it is about the only honest thing they do.
Thev cadge for moneyv to run their music, 1Mluminations, scents,
millinery, and entertainments in chureh - bait for women and
‘children ; and, bock of it all, their job is to steal @ srarch on
straightforward progress, 8o as to keep the game as long as pos-
sible in the hands of those classes whose interest it is to run
churches. They are after their own grub in the only way they
know. It is a very respectable way of lying, cheating and
tvrannising. In this free country these blnck ones are all the
sons of gentles and nobles and highly-respeetable commercials.

/21 nce —8Still 1T don’t see how they can tie the hands of the people,
and prevent soldiers and police from joining them in trying for

freedom. - ; ' _

(stier Fellme. -Tiftheir Asiode? no. They know o trick wosth, two

are funks about argument with men, but bv flattering and bait-
ing the women they get the childven trusted to them in their
schools of ignorance, because the httle ereatures are so defence-
less against lies, that the best of them ean be made to grow up
with just that shaped eonscience that it suits law and property
for wage-slaves to have. When the people find out what the
(‘hurch 1s after, then there’s hope for the people. Not before.

[Divierv. —Well, your information has made me feel sure of one thing:
I.aw 1s only a fine word for doarse, cruel force wrapped up in
firand and cunning. And its only use is to keep up property,
and to keep rich people easy and unopposed. It isa big infernal
sirvndle !

Otier Fellow.—Agreed, old man. It 1= not Power but Freedom we
wart. You are a dunce, and I am a fool ; but I think it would
puzzle a philosopher to prove we were wrong. |

- - L.. S. BEVINGTON.

PROGRESS & POYERTY.

The various schemes and proposals for the ¢‘constitutional’’ reform of the
grievances of the workpeople without interfering with the rights (or rather
privileges) of the proprietary class, however beneficial they may appear to be,
iave a general tendency in two directions :—

Firstly, under the sway of the Municipalisers and Land-nationalisers, to
chunge the army of monopolists and profit-grinders into holders of bonds and
debeutures (diluted 25 per cent of their face-value) with interesting incomes
gathered and guaranteed to them by the ‘¢ State.”’

Secondly, empowered by the seething discontent of the workpeople, their
Democratie, Labor, and Radical *‘ representatives ’’ will pass laws to pay them-
selves a salary and to create swarms of tax-collectors and officials who will
peculate, regulate, frustrate, moderate, ‘“decorate,’’ arbitrate, PROCRSTINATE,
snd annihilate wherever possible any individual liberty or initiative that may
:cinain even from the preseut order of things.

These two tendencies partly explain the collapse of one of our pet theories
which we cherished very much some 9 or 10 years ago. As we saw the bi
avonopolists swallowing up the smaller ones, the concentration of industry an
the introduction of machinery throwing werkers out of employment, and the
ctuployment of worgen and child workers at wages barely sufficient to pay their
rent, we thought tat, in the intensity of their misery, this mass of wretcked-
88 squeezed against the legal wall would rebound and overwhelm the horde ot
uonopolists who were crushing them.

jut we found that the monopolist class accommodated itself to its surround-
cugs and from the ranks of the proletaires not required for useful labor it formed
a second class of parasites who ministered to its pleasures, lusts and vicious
l.abits which increase in proportion to its wealth :—workers producing expen-
sive luxuries, flunkeys, builies, policemen, soldiers, pimps, politicians, magis-
trates, lawyers, judgies, spies, provocative agents, ‘‘free laborers,’”’ emergency
1.en, editors and writers for the press, gaolers, priests and prostitutes. These
parasites cling to and defend the monopolists againust the discomtemnted and

~ his dispos Comvade Quinn was appointe
. . ) p "' cessianﬁeagg:': fof Sotithwark i’ﬁk ﬁn‘s,‘
of that. They tie their coneciences while theyv are young. “They °
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saffering workers, who, bewildered by the Demnocrats and the> Bureauseats, the
selitivians and the parasites, do not seein to know'what .to da for themselves.
he superstitious respect and veneration for Avuthority and Property, edrafully
taught them in their childhood, causes them to fear the unknowsn paths of
Freedom ; and ounly gradually, driven despernte by the repulsive ho ess
of their condition under capitalistic rule, d; they ;begin to pnderstand, their
comnmon humanity and sev the ‘Pousifbility of Freedom. . After all, it is_ to
perceive that we workeys produce for each other the necessa I e in
addition to supporting the prinig'y atd secondary parasites, .Adhi'& o :
“more difficult or enfall more stiffixiug té gatisTy’ our needs wiue T
without the interferénce and comtrol 6f those who rule and rob s toiddy. °
- Lt vs_ DiscRi1MINATE. —The dssence of the property idea doce net lie in the
liberty to be himeself afforded- to the property-owner, but in the pewer it
affords him of probibiting equal libesty to asch vthers as he way prefer to
exelude. This is evidens when we take into: considemnticn the unguestio) -

i

able fact that in the siwple nature of  things oue is foeer without custody of |

property than with it; whereas without property one cau sef for one's own
advautage coerce, or cause to be coerced, other claimuauts for equal libgrty.
= ~ 1. S. BR}' ANGTON ..

THE PROPAGANDA.

s K

3 3 HS &
i
£

- - - —— L ——
Lt
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months, some of our meetip _gan fallen shrongh owing to a lack of spgakers,

we have kept our propagands prowinently Qefore the pégple by numerous .othyr

.

_means, Several very sficcessful mectings howeyer, have been held in _gu?.r-
wark Park and on Deptford Broadway. ‘Cbiil‘lfﬂtl'-_ Young spoke twice ﬁ:i South-
wark Park and repliéd to some opposition frdm ‘Sdcial-Democrats ; comrade
Banhain also’ addressed three meetings, all very succedsful. Sunday, June 196,
in the morwigig, comrades Quinn and Banham addressed a - audience in
«Seuthwark Perk ; in the afternoon a debate took ‘place between oar cemrade
»Quinn and an Individualist. named Moody. In the evening o Deptford '‘Broad-
1 way, Banham and Quinn again addressed a- large audience, aud- were o
twige by a Christian who advised ¢/ trust in God '’ a8 a solution for all hanmen
ills ; but the crowd ‘‘ wasn’t having any.”” He also gave it as his opinion that
-““if the Anarchists got into P'arliament, they would create hell with the laws.”’
“We agreed with him, although not quitc in the scnse in which ke meant it.
Comrade Banham replied very effectively, the crowd were almost entirely in
‘sur favor and a sergeant and inspector of police and several detectives were very
‘patient listeners. _ " k. o
~ Uomrades in South London are requested to note that at IAngﬁidge’u Coffee
0

Palace, Old Kent Road, discussions take,place every alternate Monday, com-
mencing June 24th, at 8. Now then, Brixton, Clapham, Westminster and other
South London comrades, rally up in force ! P W. H.

comrades Banbam and
nith, London Groyp for
les. from all parts,
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A meeting of the South london Anarchists, callggd §
Reece, was held on Monday, June 24th, to formma.
propaganda purposes. There was a good’ attendamps.
,l?lpit was decided to necet at the same place fortnighsiy
chosen treasurer of the group, and comrade Hart peporter of mes
Yorch, Freedom, and other papers. Comrade ] nald is owr librarian, to
ligawature he may have at

whom members of the group may apply for whateve . -
DU PhiNin 0 Fogular an.-
ord-& . All comrades

n

willl!it:tb speak at these places would oblige by letting him know when they
8 able to do'so. It was also decided to seH all South London. litérature

will be | _ h, Lond

' If of the group, lnidb lthi‘: colla'cﬁl;ns_ 's(ltiio‘gld ‘be ‘mlﬂdm prz ragand
urposes. A point of possible interest to intending spegkers is that the gro
Eec ed to provide dim}:. aud pay the ftm?fe 4 nimtt abové stations.
was decidm“ to continue the Hiyde Park (Thursday evening at 8) mue#fing
they promise to be exceptionally successful ; all comrades who can s
Pl’)ther matters of local interest were decided, and the group dispersed at a
late hour. The proceedings were brought to a close with the playing of the
Marseillasise. The next meeting will be held on Monday evening July 8th ; all
comrades are requested to attend and co-opetrate energetlﬁalg to push the
movement forward. | - L G, T. Q.

Hyde Park.—]In this section we are getting on splendidly. Anarchist pro-
paganda has been carried on briskly and energetically from Suaday, Hn‘ 26th,
with very good results, The meetings have been ad sed by Tochatti, Turner,
Kelly, Y’t;ung. Leggatt, Quinn and Harragan. "Large audiences have been held
together for several hours in succession, and their interest has been evidenced
by the lively discussiou which the appeal for questions and op tion has
evoked. The persevering young fellows and the bewitching young damsels who
devote thamler ‘ _ _
selves proud —having sold 36 shillingsworth at the five mectinugs ending with
June 23rd. The collections have amounted to 8s. 1d., 4s. of which has been
sent to Nicoll for the Walsall Amnesty Fund. Thursday-evening meetings.
were commenced in Hyde Park on Thursday, June 20, and will be carried on
every week. T. R.

LONDON.
OPEN-AIR PROPAGANDA.

Sundays.—Regents Park, Southwark Park, Beckton Road (Canning Town),
Salmon & Ball (Betlhinal Green Road), and Hoxton Church, at 11.30.

Hyde Park and Finsbury Park at 4. Barking Broadway at 7. Deptford
Broadway, Clerkenwell Green and Wood Green Road (Tottenham) at 8. -

Twesdays.—Garnault Place, Clerkenwell, at 8. 30.

Thursdays.—Hyde Park at 8.30. |

No. 1. Thhe Wage System.
Kropotkine. 1d.

No. 2. The Commun‘ of aris.
By Peter Kropotkine. 1d, | -

No. 3. —A Talk about _

CoMmuNism BETWEEN Two Workers. By E. Malatesta. 1d.

NoOo. .- Anarchist Communism : Is
Basis AND PrinNcirLEs. By Peter Kropotkine. 1d. '

No. 7. Expropriation. By Peter Kropotkine.
One Penny. _ ;

No. S.—Anarchism and Out

By C‘./M. Wilson. Ome halfpenny. rage.
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